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GOD’S PLAN OF RECONSTRUCTION.* 


“ And he said unto them, go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel te 
every creature.””— Mark xvi. 15. 

THis is the grand commission which Christ gave to his disci- 
ples as he ascended to his throne in heaven. And this is the 
work that has been going on for more than eighteen centuries, - 
And yet there is a thick darkness upon much people in regard — 
to it. There is, in: various quarters, lamentable ignorance; 
There is, too, in many minds, a gross if not fatal error. We 
cannot, then, too closely study this great subject, and I call you 
at the present time to consider the following points: 

I. What is the Gospel? and, 

II. The duty of preaching it. 

In answering the first point, I propose to show that the gos 
pel is nothing more nor less than a divinely chosen, mode of 
plying the principles and laws of God’s government. in its 
ministration over the rebellious and sinful race of man. And in 
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a 
treating upon the second point.I intend to demonstrate that, in 
preaching the Gospel fully and faithfully, we are preaching,“ pol- 
stics,” in the highest and purest sense of the term. “ 


I. What, then, is the Gospel? 

We may: reply to this. question in a single sentence. It is 
God’s plan of reconstruction! It is the revealed method of con- 
ducting public affairs, where there have been moral discord, so- 
cial estrangement, and physical violence—the very elements of 
conspiracy, secession, and rebgiimn. It is the scheme devised 
by infinite wisdom, goodness power for treating with ra- 
tional and accountable beings, who have violated. their obliga- 
tions to a righteous government, and forfeited their privileges 
and franchises under it.The object it.bas mm view is, to obtain 
in the yestoration of the sinner, indemnity for the past and se- 
curity for the future. To do this, the Government must be vin- 
dicated and sustained, tle law honored, justice satisfied, and 
mercy extended. The divine authority undertakes to see these 
ends accomplished. For which purpose an ample guaranty must 
be found, that shall be every way worthy and competent to 
bring back the offender under the requisitions and into the ben- 
efits which he has heretofore, in his rebellion, spurned. In this 
process, certain stipulations must be fulfilled and certain condi- 
tions must transpire. There must be a radical change in the 
disposition and conduct, in the heart and life, of the transgressor ; 
so that whereas before, he was full of hatred and opposition to 
the Powers and Institutions he would have overthrown, he now 
evinces for them a genuine love and attachment; whereas he 
stood in an attitude of hostility and resistance before, he now 
becomes in spirit Joyal and submissive ; and whereas before, he 
was wayward and uncontrolled in his iniquity, he now lives in 
obedience and fidelity to the great principles which constitute 
the true motive of human action and the real measure of human 
happiness. In one word, the rebel must acknowledge and de- 
— his wrong, must confess and forsake his sin; and having 

one this, must throw himself entirely on the clemency of the 
Government, not by attempting to dictate te or trifle with, in- 
sulted power, not by menace and defiance, not by bribery and 
corruption, to obtain his restoration, but by humbly accepting 
and honestly fulfilling the terms and requisitions which are so 
justly imposed. Then, upon this ‘state of things, there are cer- 
tain judicial, gracious, and providential acts, which are devel- 
oped in the economy of Christianity, and realized in the actual 
rience of the convert. By virtue of these, man becomes a 
believer in the doctrines of revealed religion, and enters on the 
practice of its duties. He is conscious of a regeneration and a 
new life within him. His enlightenment, conviction, repent- 
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ance, subjection to the Divine will, go on to ripen’ out into all 
the noble attributes and sacred sympathies of an exalted char- 
acter. He is the man that may be said to be growing in my 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
He is the man who is advancing in holiness, and becoming: in 
all things more and more like his glorious Leader. He is no 
longer a stranger and a foreigner, but a fellow-citizen with the 
saints and of the household of God. He is forgetting the things 
that are behind, and Poms forward to the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. He is reaching on* 
ward to a full redemption, and the perfect sanctification of his 
whole being. And one day he will be able to say, I am per- 
suaded that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Jesus Christ our Lord. Yea; 
and when he comes to depart out of this world, he will have 
power to exclaim, in the exultation of triumph, I have fought 
the good fight, I have kept the faith, I have finished my course; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me in that day. 
This is the grand and amazing experience of a human soul un 
der those high sovereign official acts of pardon and forgiveness 
of acceptance and adoption, of redemption and justification, of 
transformation and final glorification, which are destined to cul 
minate in the Resurrection and Immortality, now forever brought 
to light In order to this consummation, the theory of the Gos 
pel calls for an instrumentality of moral and spiritual truth, un- 
der the administration of the triune Jehovah—the Father td 
represent the majesty of the Government, the Son to furnish 
the surety required, the Spirit to dispense that new light of 
ince which now shines forth in the spectacle of the Cross? 
hese high powers, descending in the scale of being, even down 
to man himself,in his natural rebellious state, combine, in one 
long chain of secondary causation, angelic and human agencies 
with all the ordinances and institutions of the church and state, 
and all the energies of Providence and grace. They subsidize 
the physical elements and historical changes of the world ; they 
levy contributions on all the quarters of the universe, and from 
all the cycles of duration, in order to bring to pass this st 
dous reconstruction of a rebel race. And where an ‘indivi 
of that race is tried and found wanting—found incorrigible— 
they finally cast him out as a refuse thing, no longer’ fit to be an 
element in the vast framework of that glorious society which 
will one day crown with unutterable splendor the ages of eter 
nity! ’ ' f 
Here, then, is ‘the perfection of the system of the’ Divine 
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government: Its resources are exhaustless, its judgments infal- 
lible. It has a Power which cannot be cajoled. It has a Re- 
deemer who can make satisfaction to law, and a Sanctifier who 
can change the human heart. It has a system of respite and 
probation. It can safely treat with the disaffected, either upon 
the covenant of grace or the covenant of works—by the former, 
to pardon, justify and save—by the latter, to convict. condemn 
peng punish. Its compassion is put forth, not on the principle of 
amnesty, but upon that of Se soe yar Resting upon the pledges and 
sufficiencies of the one Substitute and Mediator between God 
and men, it makes all the precision of a specific trial and a cer- 
tain conviction. Its decisions of acquittal from the consequence 
of crime are the exact judgments of guilt judicially ascertained, 
as well as the magnanimous awards of pardon upon the genuine 
confession of the delinquent. The secret of the whole matter 
is briefly this: having fallen under the covenant of works, man- 
kind are now to be tried under a covenant of grace—not by the 
virtue of a mere perfunctory oath, but upon their faith as acondi- 
tion of acceptance, and their repentance as the evidence of 
submission. It hence results from this method of administra- 
tion that none can ever escape. The every sin of every sinner 
must find him out for penitence or for punishment. There is a 
stroke for every transgression, either upon Christ, the substi- 
tute, or upon the sinner himself. Whoever falls on that stone 
shall be broken, but on whomsoever it shall fall it will grind 
him to powder. I therefore solemnly protest again-t that mawk- 
ish sentimentalism, so rife in these times, which mistakgs itself 
for the spirit of Christianity, and deliberately sacrifices the de- 
mands of justice in order to indulge a mistaken and mischievous 
leniency. There is majesty as well as mercy in the Divine gov- 
ernment. There is dignity as well as gentleness in that great 
supreme authority which rules over angels and men, and the in- 
terests of the universe require that the Divine beneficence shall 
not be déspised or perverted with impunity. 

This, then, is the object and design of the gospel. It is the 
system of Divine government over rebellious men—to restore 
ons if they will, or to reject and destroy them if they will not, 

ield obedience to the requisitions it thus lays upon them! And 
it ig the only mode divinely devised for erecting an absolutely 
perfect and glorions aociety out of the ruins of the fall! I come, 
then, to consider, 


II. The duty of preaching it. 
The race of beings to be affected by such a scheme as this are 
susceptible of knowing and obe ing the truth. This being the 
at instrument of intellectual, moral and spiritual influence, it 
is that which must act upon mankind its own appropriate effects. 





GoD’s PLAN OF RECONSTRUCTION. 155 


We therefore perceivé reasons in its own nature and results 
which warrant its propagation and diffusion among.men. The 
truth of the gospel is just that kind of illuminating and trans 
forming Bere which 1s adapted to the human race in their dark 
and sinful state. Hence the ag ta of making known that 
gospel to the ends of the earth. For if this is the policy of the 
ivine government inits treatment of a single race, the procla- 
mation of that policy becomes an imperative necessity. And 
the special duty of it springs from the command of Christ. The 
obligation is laid by divine authority, the supreme will and 
sovereignty of God, and enforced by the universal wants of hu- 
man nature. It is officially and expressly laid upon the Chris+ 
tian ministry, to whom in the Christian chard this momentous 
work is committed. It implies and enjoins the co-operation of 
all who can in any wise further their mission by legitimate coun- 
tenance, aid or support. The duty of preaching the gospel is 
confined‘to no exclusive spot or country, but extends to the en- 
tire population of the human race. It is restricted to no singlé 
method or mode of propagation, but embraces all lawful and 
proper forms of spreading it throughout the earth, and the em- 
ployment of all agencies and instrumentalities for its thorough 
and complete dissemination. If, therefore, we use the term “pol- 
itics” in its original and expressive significance to denote the 
science and practice of government, and the term “gospel” to 
signify that peculiar method of divine government which is ap- 
plied in the treatment of the human race, then he who most 
thoroughly comprehends and boldly proclaims the doctrines and 
principles of the gospel is the man who is at the same timé 
preaching the highest order of politics, if by that word be in- 
tended, as before suggested, the principles of the divine admin- 
istration involved in the redemption and rescue of the ruined 
children of men, because the gospel in its whole design and scope ° 
is a scheine which embodies and proceeds upon those principles 
from the beginning to the end. In this view of the nature of 
Christianity, religion and politics are one, and they cannot be di- 
vorced without destroying their integrity and visiting upon so- 
ciety the most injurious effects. Teach a man that B at ire an 
religion have two special and separate spheres of ethics and 
of action,and that his moral character in the one sphere may 
not be and is not affected by what he is or by what he does in thé 
other, and you have inculcated one of the most gross and danger- 
ous errors in the philosophy of politics and religion—you have 
given him a license to set up one standard of morality in oné 
sphere, and another in another ; or worse than this in attemptin 
to divorce the two, you have said he may be without principle 
in the one, as he may be without piety in the other. And thus 
you have struck at the very core and substance of Christian vir- 
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tue itself. You have paralyzed the conscience, darkened the ua- 
derstanding, perverted the reason, distorted the judgment, de- 
praved the heart, and undermined the very foundations of human 
character itself—and you have left nothing in the place of all 
this but self-seeking in the State and formalism in the church. 
Patriotism becomes a venal thing and religion a mere ecclesi- 
asticism, the empty show of superstition, bigotry or hypocrisy, 
the one a mockery of freedom, the other a hollow ritual! 

Now, when there has been convulsion, how are we to obtain a 
ealm? when there have been enmity, obduracy, and fierce con- 
tending strife, how are we to establish harmony, friendship and 
pescet When once the members and portions of society have 

een thrown apart, the law has been defied. The order of things 
disrupted, and dissension, and diversity have existed throughout, 
breaking down the safe-guards and securities of innocence, and 
trampling under foot the claims and interests of righteousness 
and truth. How can such astate of things be remedied—how can 
the offence be made to cease, and how can reconciliation and re- 
pose succeed ? 

Such are in fact the very questions which have come up for set- 
tlement between God and men. Such are the very problems which 
the gospel yy to solve ; and now when I come to preach the 
gospel, am I to be told that I must not preach politics ; in so- 

oing, I am perverting and prostituting the very object and end 
of the Christian ministry, and misleading the people—that in fact 
Ihave become a wolf in sheep’s clothing, ready to worry and de- 
vour the flock; that I belong -to the number of those who are 
worthy only of malediction—of the woe pronounced by the 
prophet upon the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of 
the Lord! | 

On the other hand I hold that so far from traveling out of the 
legitimate and proper sphere of the gospel, in endeavoring to 
develop and enforce the great doctrines it reveals, it is he who 
refuses or neglects to do this who is perverting or suppressing 
the truth be misleading the people. And I charge it this day 


Spon large portions of the nominally Christian church and of the 
Christian ministry in our land, more ye oruge! in the South, that 


jadging from the apparent effects, of their course, they are seri- 
ously, and in some cases no doubt radically delinquent in their 
manner of handling the very first rudiments of the gospel. And 
there needs to be a new state of things in the church and among 
the ministry of Christ. The gospel must be presented in its liv- 
ing issues of to-day and for all coming time; it must be preached 
in its fullness, plainness and power, and not as it now, alas, too 
often is in the oldness and deadness of the letter, before ever 
we shall see such deep-wrought and widely prevalent effects as 
we are apt in our enthusiasm to ascribe to it. Who is it that is 
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to rise up and testify for the Lord in the midst of a crooked and 
erverse generation? Who shall assume to instruct the people? 
Who ought to know what is wise, what is, just, what 1s right, 
what is true, what is good to be done or not to be done, if it be 
not the religious teacher? On all questions of moral obligation 
of the duty of men to God and one another shall not the minis 
ter of Christ presume to know as much and to understand as 
much (other things being equal) as men who pursue other call- 
ings in life, however successful or eminent they may be in those 
callings? And you may be sure that the people will have in+ 
struction somehow. They will derive it: from one source or an- 
other. If they cannot get it from the pulpit they will go to the 
forum, the bar, the club-house, or the hustings. They will look 
for it in the issues of the public press. And how are those pub- 
lic men of our times, who are seeking to do right, and strivin 
honestly to perform their duty in the midst of great obloquy 
opposition, to be encouraged and supported, if not by the coun 
tenance and sympathy—the moral aid—the testimony and the 
pau of the Christian ministry and the Christian church? And 
ow are those public men who are proving recreant to the high- 
est duties and obligations which men can ever owe to their God 
or their country, their age and the world, to be warned and ad- 


monished, or, if need be, exposed and abandoned, unless it be by 
the principle, and piety, and religion of the land? 
Ought the Christian ministry and the Christian church to be 
silent in reference to great matters of wrees and right, and thus 
t 


leave public opinion and sentiment to drift away before what- 
ever gale of selfishness, ambition, or frenzy may chance to blow 
upon it? We know there are those who think that nothing 
should ever be introduced into the pulpit or the church to dis- 
turb its peace and harmony—that nothing which can annoy or 
irritate any individuals or any number of people who may pro 
fess attachment to the church should be permitted. The idea is, 
that the proper preaching of the gospel embraces the prophesy- 
ing of smooth things, and the sowing of pillows under the arm- 
pits of the hearers, so that tastershall be gratified before princi- 
ple, and peace be secured before purity ; and no matter how de- 
ranged or pernicious the actual condition of things may be—no 
matter how unchristian or how antichristian may be the spirit 
which pervades and actuates the multitude, it is regarded as an 
offence, as a violation of the dictates of prudence and wisdom, as 
an unnecessary and headstrong persistence against the concord 
and harmony of the community, and an innovation upon the long- 
established usages thus recklessly assailed. 

Now I have no sympathy with this kind of philosophy or reli- 
gion. I believe it to be a deception and a snare, and that sooner 
or later it will produce universal corruption and weakness, and 
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finally end in the destruction of all the interests it was intended 
to conserve! But this is a very different thing from the attempt 
to advocate a union of Church and State. Here we have two 
separate orders of institutions divinely appointed, and each has 
its own appropriate functions which must not be confounded— 
which indeed cannot be any more confounded than the functions 
of the members of the body—though all are animated by the 
same spirit of life. What we maintain, therefore, is not the ne- 
cessity of a union of the political and ecclesiastical systems, 
but that the same spirit shall pervade and animate them both, 
and that shall be the spirit of righteousness and truth. To this 
extent we intend to preach politics in the pulpit, and the pulpit 
~ will have no charm for us hee such politics are left out of it, 
and men, under its instructions, are left to play the part of sin- 
ners in their citizenship, and the part of saints in their church- 
manship. When we are compelled to choose such a pulpit, or 
be deprived of any public position whatever, we shall gladly go 
into retirement rather than toil or sell our conscience in order 
to keep our place! The bread-and-butter principle, the trim- 
ming principle, the loaves-and-fishes principle—these ought to 
have and can have no place in the creed or the conduct of a man 
who means honestly and faithfully to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to his fellow-men! Let us agree, then, that it is the dut 

of the Christian ministry to preach the pure and simple gospel. 
But it must be then their duty to preach it all, one part of it as 
well as another. And if the effect of a preached gospel be the 
conviction of sin, how shall the political sins of men escape, or 
how will their public conduct in those great affairs which con- 
cern the happiness and welfare of the millions be shielded from - 
its scrutiny? The exposure and rebuke of men’s iniquity, 
whether in high places or in low places, whether the sin be in 
the form of a foul habit or a pernicious sentiment, a vice or a 
passion, a lust or a prejudice, is just as much a constituent part 
of the work of the ministry of Jesus Christ as the exposition of 
the atonement—“of grace, mercy and peace, or of that abode 
where the wicked cease from tm wie 2 and the weary are at 
rest.” And this kind of preaching is all the more necessary and 
important among a people who are restive and disposed to com- 
plain of and resist it. Such a population ought never to be let 
alone, when they are so deceived, so blinded, so benighted, as 
to complain of the preaching of politics, meaning by politics the 
exposure of their sins. There, in those communities, the very 
cover of the heart of man should be lifted off and the 
gospel poured into it, polities or no politics! It is declared 
that when God’s judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
thereof will learn righteousness. But there are some slow to 


learn—ever learning but never able to come to the knowledge 
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of the truth. To them pay out the politics of the gospel in all 
its freedom, and rouse them, if possible, to the fact that since 
they have been dozing and slumbering in their old obdurate no- 
tions and sodden opinions through the stormy years of slaughter 
and civil war, the nation and the world have been rapid y ad- 
vancing, and the great hands of human liberty and happmess 
have moved forward on the paseo pry of God! From this expo- 
sition of the nature of the gospel, and the duty of preaching it, 
I wish to derive the following 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1. It becomes us to make an individual and personal examina- 
tion of ourselves, one and all, that we may know how we stand 
related to this divine mode of government over men. For what- 
ever of sin in thought, word, or deed we may have committed 
throughout our whole life, we shall be held to answer at the bar 
of God, unless indeed we shield ourselves under the advocacy 
of Him who alone can stand up unappalled amid the agitations 
of the last great day. We have Al need of the strength He 
gives to bear our daily burdens, and of the wisdom He bestows 
to guide our daily course, and of the courage He inspires to meet 
our daily strifes. Yea, and we shall poe and all have need of 
those hopes and consolations which attend the good man in the 
hour of death—which gild the darkness of our mortal state, and 
point the pathway bright with victory to our home beyond the 
stars! Let me entreat you, then; not to postpone the settlement: 
of this great matter with yourself and God. Let no distractions 
of the world, no allurements of time prevent you. We shall 
soon all go hence, and the places which now know us, will know 
us no more. Qh, let our departure be a triumph and not a dis- 
aster, and may the ever gracious One on high bring it to pass! 

2. Again: We observe, that the study of the gospel might be 
a source of wonderful assistance to those who are called to con- 
duct the affairs of human governments. Especially now, while 
our own nation is rocking on surges of rebellion, and there is 
need of so much firmness tempered with mercy—of so much 
severity mingled with lenity, would we commend our public 
men and the whole people to consult, again and again, the spirit 
of God’s Word. There it will be discovered that the sin of the 
transgressor requires a sacrifice—an atonement—to satisfy jus- 
tice, and that mercy itself cannot dispense with the conditions of 
repentance and reformation. 

t is plainly demonstrated that, under a rightful governmént, 
like that of God, it is impossible to restore harmony, and lay the 
foundations of a solid and lasting peace, without indemnities for 
the past and securities for the Suture. This, if we understand 
it at all, is the theology of the Bible, the theology of the . 
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New Testament, the theology of Jesus Christ. Whoever under- 
takes to improve upon this plan by changing the conditions, will 
find in the end that he bas mistaken both justice and mercy, 
and that instead of profiting he has done injury to society. We 
may learn wisdom in this our day from this sacred volume if we 
will; we may see just how far its changes have extended, and 
where, at this hour, stands the great central principle of Chris- 
tianity—the cardinal doctrine of justification by faith—in its 
application to the condition of our race. The Old Testament is 
emphatically a book of wrath. The thunders of violated law 
are launched on the heads of sinners without reserve. At one 
time a world of them is destroyed at once ; at other times na- 
tions are destroyed, and whole perpine exterminated by the 
sword. The earth swallows them; fire and flood, famine and 
pencience, pursue them into a hard bondage and a harrowing 

eath ; they are given up to captivity, prison, slaughter. The 
very forms of law are often primitive—a system of divine ven- 
geance for the sins of communities. Armies receive commission 
to waste, pillage, and kill, among all the inhabitants of the land; 
and so plagues descend and gross darkness covers the people 
all through those old dispensations. But when we enter the 
New Testament period, there appears a new exhibition of justice 
and mercy, and we see a new adjustment of the controversy be- 
tween God and man, which brings out a principle and an agenc 
of a far different character from any conception of human phi- 
losophy or reason beside. And what is it? Why first to fix 
the condemnation of law on the guilty parties—to vindicate the 
authority and supremacy of the righteous Government: Then 
to break down the power of the rebellion and the rebel—to sub- 
due and spoil the sinner of all his enmity and opposition. Then 
to provide ample guaranties for the security of all interests. 
Then to set the terms of pardon justification, adoption. Then 
to change the heart, renew the nature, transform the disposi- 
tion, and re-mould the life, so as to aie all into conformity to 
the ruling and righteous will and law of God. Thus the phys- 
ical violence is laid, the social estrangement dispelled, the moral 
discord removed, and a glorious assimilation occurs. The spir- 
itual kingdom becomes homogeneous, and reconciliation com- 
plete. This is redemption, sanctification, and glory. It is human 
salvation by the Son of God. Hope here; fruition hereafter ; 
death closing a life of obedience and faith, and followed by 
Resurrection and Immortality. 

Now, under this system of atonement by the gospel a mere 
maudlin sensibility is not enough. Parties representing the su- 
premacy of rightful vovamaly f o not come forth upon the rebel 
all reeking in his enmity and defiant in his opposition, to lavish 
upon him the tender mercies, the infinite compassions of a blind 
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and doting benevolence. They do not come forth and say: 
“Oh, now the sinner is disarmed; he is no longer powerful 

ainst the Government ; he is conquered, he is subjugated— 
that is enough ; let us not look too closely into the state of his 
feelings, or the number of his crimes ; he is but a poor sinner at 
best ; let us love him; let us forget the mischief he has done, 
the woe he has wrought; let us cherish him, foster him, lionize 
him ; let us visit him at once with all his forfeited titles, and 1¢- 
instate him in all his pride of power, without a moment’s ques- 
og to the condition of his heart, or the principles of his 
ife. 

Men who have been engaged in procuring pardons for those 
guilty of flagitious felony—men who assert that “there ig-. 
such a thing as an idolatry of principle !”—men whose notions 
are decidedly loose or incredulous in regard to what the Scrip- 


tures declare of the severity and judgment of God, may indeed 
indulge in that foolish, weak, inconsiderate display of a hasty. 
and unthinking magnanimity, by which the very essence of jus- 
tice is defrauded, and the life of the Government stabbed to the 
heart! Now, on the other hand, though God is declared to. be 
love, yet that love does not blind him to the existence and na- 
ture of sin. He comes forward, on the contrary, to show its 


odious and bitter qualities, in what it has to do against the 
representative of innocence in the earth, in the person of his 
Son, as the second Adam and federative Head of a redeemed 
and renewed humanity! A study of this great exhibition must 
make even human rulers wiser and better, and supply to human 
governments this prime essential truth, that justice must be done, 
even if the heavens fall! Yet the pillars of justice support the 
throne of the eternal Godhead! If men would study the gos- 
pel for their politics, they would become better politicians than 
they often are! 

8. I observe again: that the great practical heresy of our 
times is the attempt to divorce religion from politics. Hereto-: 
fore, and in other countries, the grand mistake lay in establish- 
ing and perpetuating a union of Church and State. The founders 
of this Republic were determined to avoid this fatal error, but 
we, their children, live to see an attempt made to go beyond 
this wise and healthful policy, and to adopt and enforce a doc- 
trine in the opposite extreme—that there shall be no connection 
of religion with. polities in the Christian pulpit, and that the 
Christian ministry shall be confined to dispensing what is termed 
“the unsearchable riches of Christ”—‘“the preaching of the 
pure and simple gospel of the Son of God.” And by this is meant, 
if the position means anything at all, that there must be no 
allusion in the pulpit to the topics of the day—the subjects of 
political or public interest ; and consequently there must be no 
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exposure of injustice, of outrage and of wrong ; no maintenance 
of truth, justice and right; no free, fair, solemn discussion of 
the great principles of divine and human government, as ap- 
plie to the men and the*measures of our times. It is said that 
‘the gospel does not need the vehicle of politics for its ad- 
vancement ; the gospel prefers to walk alone ; it always does 
walk in its own strength; it is stronger when left alone. The 
church is to be built ap by the conversion of individual sinners. 

chureh may, and when occasion arises she ought to, let her 
voice be heard, as the voice of God, amidst the conflicts of men 
and nations, enunciating truth, and warning those whe engage 
in iniquity.” What stupid nonsense is all this! And yet this 
kind of disquisition recently appeared in one of the promi- 
nent organs of an important denomination of Christians in our 
country. 

Let us look at this position fora moment. “The gospel,” it 
is said, “ prefers to walk alone ; it is stronger when. it does go 
alone.” That means that it must not touch politics ; very well. 
In the next breath, however, it is said, “the church is to be 
built up by the conversion of individual sinners!” Ah, indeed! 
Is that. so? “Conversion of individual sinners!” Conversion 
from what? Why, from their sins; of course. And yet the gos- 
pel must eschew politics! Then we are reduced to this: either 
that there are no sins in politics, or that men are never to be 
called to account for their political sins, and therefore need no 
conversion in that respect; and this, reduced to its lowest 
terms, and set forth in plain language, means this: that the gos- 
pel which is to be dispensed from the Christian pulpit, is a sys- 
tem of truth of such a nature, and that the individual and 
aggregated opinions and conduct of men in their political char- 
acter and capacity, signified by the term “politics,” in its accom- 
modated acceptation, constitute a sphere of duty and obligation 
so totally different that there is really no connection between 
them ; that the jurisdiction of the one is entirely outside of the 
other, to such a degree, and in such a serise, that a man may be 
consistently a saint in the church and a sinner at the polls! 
That is the position which is likely to be taken, and I fear is 
taken by many of the clergy and of the churches in our land to- 
day. I do not say they would come forward and declare it in 
80 many words ; on the other hand, when charged with it, they 
would probably seek to repel the charge, and perhaps indig- 
nantly. But what I do say is, that they are practically in that 
position, according to my opinion. I derive it, as a logical and 
unavoidable conclusion, from observation of their teachings, 
their conduct and their spirit. No matter what a man may do 
in the sphere of politics as they understand it, their position is 
that the Christian pulpit has no right to interfere or meddle 





GOD’S PLAN OF RECONSTRUCTION. 163 


with it, or even to allude to it. And on this account there is a 
growing’ disaffection on the part of certain classes of the people 
towards those Christian ministers, whose theory and practice in 
reference to this subject evince a different—a far plainer and 
bolder course. 

It has become, therefore, a fundamental question, whether. in 
the future the Christian ministry are to be tongue-tied, as they 
have been certainly in some important respects in the past— 
whether this nation is prepared to receive a full application of 
all the principles and doctrines of the gospel, and a faithful 
Christian ministry, who will not hesitate to declare to all the 
people, without favor or distinction, the whole counsel of God; 
whether the pews are to gag the pulpit, or the pulpit guide the 

ews ; whether, in short, there is to be a reign of righteousness 
both among the clergy and the laity, both in the church and in 
the state, both in politics and religion! 

To say that “the gospel must not effect politics,” and yet to 
say that “the church ought, when occasion arises, to let her 
voice be heard, as the voice of God, amidst the conflicts of men 
and nations, enunciating truth, and warning those who engage 
in iniquity!” and still further, to add, that “in this necessity 
slumbers a danger!” is to utter nothing more nor less than pu- 
erile jargon. To say that “whenever the church turns aside 
from the simple work of saving souls by the preaching of the: 
Cross, to become a habitual defender of bills and laws and pol- 
ities, on whatever side, (!) then she becomes a perverted church,” 
is to utter, in the first place, what is simply impossible and ab- 
surd, and, in the second place, to insinuate a misrepresentation 
and a falsehood. Now, there is a right side and a wrong side to 
every question of morality, or involving moral principle. “Bills 
and laws and politics” partake of this nature. In defending 
the right side of them, the church does not and cannot turn away 
from her simple work, for such advocacy is part and parcel “of 
saving souls by the preaching of the cross.” And hence, also, 
it follows that the assertion or teaching that a church so acting 
becomes “perverted,” is an insinuation of falsehood. 

It becames, therefore, a vital F page -y to determine what course 
the Christian ministry of this day will pursue. Are we to be si- 
lenced by a hideous heresy like this, when approving the Sabbath- 
breaker, the profane, the dishonest, the intemperate, the licen- 
tious, are we to be stopped by the murmur, the complaint, that 
we are teaching politics, and have left religion out of doors. 
And so when men sit down before us with a dark, and narrow- 
minded, and ignoble prejudice, a disposition to crush and grind 
down some poor less fortunate fellow-creature than themselves, 
and demand of us to spare their souls, shall we do it? Shall we 
connive with them in cherishing these feelings which disgrace 
and degrade our manhood far more than any natural or physical 
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deficiency or deformity cando? Isay,No. Let us explode this 
bloated and monstrous heresy to the winds, and walk once more 
upright, and in the simple freedom of the sons of God! 


APPEAL. 


My hearers, the great conspicuous absorbing difficulty, the in- 
iquity that has well-nigh ruined our temporal estate, and stained 
most deeply the honor of our nation, is human bondage. To 
shield and sanctify this monstrous wrong, the chur¢h went down 
into the dirt—the magistracy and statesmanship, and all the 

owers of the Republic were given to it—the voice of the Amer- 
ican clergy was mainly silent. To refer to its giant wickeduess 
in the pulpit was preaching politics—zis prevcieng politics 
now in the estimation of many—and by thig they mean that the 

ospel is abandoned, that the cause of true religion is forsaken! 
Fes, we are living still today, after so many years of bloody 
and terrific war, amid the reviving and angry relics of that. foul 
theology. Our people then had a defective and erroneous gos- 
pel, the gospel which sanctioned slavery and ended in the de- 
scending judgments of God! I know that the swash and the 
debris of the old slave oligarchy lie all around us, and that 
somehow of late they seem to have been galvanized into a ghost- 
ly phosphorescent life. But they are destined to be thoroughly 
extinguished and swept out. I see God’s rive: of salvation pour- 
ing over into these ancient channels and cleansing away many a 
foul wrong. I see God’s winds are blowing and the cloudy, mur- 
ky sky of our mor al meannessis clearing up! I see God’s storm 

assing over, and the laughing -and fecund world is blushing in 
fer smiles! We are to have yet the true gospel of Jesus Christ 
fully preached in this land—the gospel of liberty and purity— 
the gospel of equality and fraternity—the gospel that can light 
our passage to the tomb and bear our souls beyond it to the glo- 
ries of the eternal throne. Such a gospel will yet prevail 
throughout the earth, and they will be the strongest and best 
who stand by such a cause. Whoever wants power and do- 
minion let him not seek, them ii human combinations, or the 
forecasts of earthly fortune, but rather in the favor of Him whose 
name is a high tower, and whose kingdom ruleth over all. The 
wicked shall be ensnared and discomfited ; they shall surely pass 
away and be found no more. I have seen them already like 
wasting shadows gliding from the daylight and glistening with 
the darkness, disappearing out of sight. They are going down 
the dark river of contempt to be lost at last and forever in the 
fathomless ocean of oblivion! So shall perish all that have been 
unfaithful to truth and justice, to humanity, to country and to 
God; but they that have turned many to righteousness shall 
shine like the stars of the firmament forever! © 





‘SERMON XVI. 


BY THE REV. JOHN MARSH, D. D., 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., LATE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY OF THE AM. TEMP. UNION. 


HIDDEN SINS EXPOSED. 


“ And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off; it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched, where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

“ And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off, etc. 

“ And if eye offend thee, pluck it out,’”’ ete.— Manx ix. 43-48. 


Jesus Curist never spake without some important meaning. 
He often spake unintelligibly to those around him, for to them 
it was not given to understand the mysteries of hjs kingdom. 
But to us his parables are plain, and we see them always bear- 
ing, with great beauty and force, upon that important work, the 
life of God in the soul of man. 

The disciples had been agitating the question, Which of them 
should be greatest. Jesus enquired into the subject of dispute. 
They were unwilling to reveal it. But he knew what was in 
their hearts ; and after gently reproving them for engaging in 
such a controversy, and for condemning some who followed them 
not, he introduced the words of my text. He saw that the 
were ambitious of worldly honor. He knew the danger to whic 
this exposed them ; and, in the language before us, he told them 
to cut off instantly this rising passion, lest it should forever pre- 
vent their entering into life. 

Could the thoughts of men’s hearts be revealed, we should be 
amazed at the variety of passions and pursuits which concur to 
the destruction of the soul. True, it may be given as a 
eral reason why sinners perish, that they will not come to Christ 
that they may have life. But the causes of the rejection of the 
gospel offer are reed different in every individual, and often 

idden from the individual himself. A few general excuses are 
commonly yiven for not becoming Christians—such as these: 
“Men cannot. come to Christ without divine influence, and that 
influence is not imparted ;’ “want of time to attend to re- 
ligion ;” “ pressure of worldly cares ;” “ want of conviction of 
the truth of religion, or of the necessity of religion, or of the 
truth and reasonableness of this and that doctrine ;” when not 
one, perhaps, is the true reason. Some one small, but often 
hidden and unsuspected passion—some easily besetting sin—is 
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most usually the real cause of men’s rejection of the great sal- 
vation. : 

It will be my object, in this discourse, 

I. To prove the truth of this assertion: that there is some 
one small, but often hidden and unsuspected passion, some easily 
besetting sin, which is usually the cause of man’s destruction. 

II. To give some rules for its detection ; and, 

III. To shes in what manner, when detected, it should be 
treated by us, 

In eliciting the truth of the position before us, I need call 
your attention but to a single peculiarity in the history of man: 
that while his life is full of sublimity—whether we consider 
from whence it came, how fearfully and wonderfully we are 
made, in what a world we are placed, for what we are living, 
how short life is, and what eternal realities are connected wit 
our present state of being—yet life is made up, for the most 
part, of small things ; and these things fill the vision, and en- 
gross the soul, often to the utter exclusion of other and most 
Important objects. A piece of ground, a yoke of oxen, a domes- 
tic relation—alas! these may be considered great things, com- 
pared with a thousand others ; trifles light as air, which here en- 

ross the immortal mind. Not that it is improper they should 
con place in our thoughts and place in our affections ; the man 
who neglects little things will soon come to ruin. It is only the 
great man and the wise man who gives the smallest concerns 
their proper time and attention. Yet such is man, that the tri- 
fle, light as air, may shut out concerns of infinite moment. “I 
hold,” said Whitfield, “a guinea before my eye, (suiting the act 
to the speech,) it is but a small thing, yet it shuts out the sweet 
green fields, the beautiful sun, all the beings that inhabit this 
world. So’is it with many a small worldly object, or sinful pas- 
sion. It may shut out Christ,and the ae and heaven, and the 


‘ 


great.God himself.” In the parable of the supper, the invited 
guest chose to go another way. Why? Because the yoke of 
oxen engrossed his heart. Of far less value they might have 
been to him than the marriage feast ; still he preferred to go 
and prove them; they stood between him and a higher object. 
An ambitious spirit stands in the way of an acceptance of the 
gospel. The gospel ores humility ; that each esteem others 


etter than himself, and that we wash the disciple’s feet. Hence, 
an ambitious man cannot enter the kingdom of God. Covetous- 
ness is in the way of the gospel ; it is idolatry. While the man 
knows not how to open his heart, and distribute liberally his 
substance, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for him to sit. down in the p Pocirong of . The 
pride of life is inconsistent with the lowliness and spirituality 
of the gospel. And hence rich furniture, splendid equipage, 
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and gay apparel, have often formed impenetrable barriers 
against the calls of Christ. Malice, hatred and revenge shut out 
the Saviour. God is love ; and he that loveth not hie brothét 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God, whom he hath not — 
seen? A man may be pressed with an invitation to the gosp 
feast. But if he comes, he must come in love to all who sit at 
that feast. ‘He may say, “My heart is there; it is my duty to 
go; but there is one whom I hate ;” and this feeling of enmit 
may foreyer prevent his acceptance of the great salvation. 
Often the ruling passion, the easily-besetting sin, is the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye. Sensuality has destroyed its thow- 
sands. Often it is intemperance; the cup, or salvation must be 
renounced ; and, when pressed with the gospel call, the misef- 
able slave of the bottle says: “Oh, I pray thee have me ex 
cused.” ‘ 
I proceed, secondly, to shew how the ruling passion, the easily- 
besetting sin, the great hindvance to the soul’s salvation, may be 
detected. ' 
Perhaps some know it without any investigation. It is ma#- 
ifest to them and to’others ; it lies upon the surface. It may be. 
manifest to others, and not to the individual himself. Often the 
minister of a congregation knows well why this and that indt 
vidual are so steeled against all the weapons from his spiritual 
armory, though the individuals themselves are unconscious of 
the truth. And though it may be known to the individual a& 
one of the causes, and a prominent cause, he may be unbelievi 
about it as the only unyielding and hitherto impenetrable cause 
of his rejection of the gospel. 
First, then, if men are faithful to themselves in this matter, 
they may detect the evil by inquiring whether there is any 
practice, pursuit or feeling which, upon trial, they are unwilling 
.to renounce or abandon for Christ. , 
When sinners hear the gospel, and are roused from their leth- 
argy by the terrors of the Lord, and allured by the exceeding 
eat and precious promises of the gospel and the joys of 
eaven. they in general feel that they are won © be saved; 
and not only so, but willing to comply with everything that 
be required for salvation. “Lord, I will follow thee,” is th 
language, “ whithersoever thou goest.” All things will they su® 
render to Christ. They see not how blame can be attached to 
them as rejectors of the gospel. But let them try themselveé, 
and prove themselves ; let them cause everything to pass in re 
view on which their affections are placed, and attempt to x 9 
render them up, one by one, and they will usually find one whi 
they will not surrender ; no, not for eternal life. No doubt when 
the young ruler came to Christ to inquire what he should do f& 
inherit eternal life, he thought he was willing to. do everything 
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that Christ should require.. And when Jesus said, “Thou know- 
est the commandments—do not commit adultery, do not kill, do 
got steal, do not bear false witness—his mind triumphantly ae 
ted to all thia, and he felt secure of salvation. But Christ 
a his heart—knew that he had one ruling passion—a right 
eye, a right hand—and he said, “Go thy way, sell what thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and come, take up the cross and {ok 
wme.” The youth was astonished and went away sad, Hig 
— was shown to him as ina mirror. He saw that there was 
one thing he would not surrender ; no, not for heaven. Bring 
urself, my impenitent friend, to this test, and learn what iy 
sien ou from the kingdom of God. You may say it is not 
wealth, for ou have none to surrender. Very well; be it 
go. It may pride, it may be ambition, love of Sppleme, the 
company of the world, depraved appetite, hatred of one by 
whom you may have been injured. It is not the divine de- 
gree, nor want of opportunity or capacity to become religious, 
that keeps you out of the kingdom of God, but this one thing 
which you will not abandon. 

Again: If men will be faithful in this matter, they may detect 
the evil by inquiring what sinful practice or affection they cam 
getain, and at the same time, in their own view, be Christians. 

Many impenitent men ure externally very religious men—i. e., 
they externally engage in religion with much zeal und com 
@tancy. And they flatter themselves that they ean do so and 

lease God, though they retain some sinful affection or practice. 

hey do not feel so in relation to every sinful affection or practice, 
This would be an outrage upon all religious pretension. They 
are, therefore, cadinarily operon characters. Still there is some 
affection or practice which they harbor, feeling that they may 
harbor that in perfect consistency ; perhaps it is covetousness, 
or enmity toward a neighbor, or secret violation of the Sabbath, 
gr undetected fraud in business. This they flatter themeelves.they 
an retain and be acceptable worshipers, and gain eternal life; 
as did Naaman, the Syrian, when he said of bowing in the idol’s 
‘temple: “The Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.” Let men 
be faithful to look aher that which they are thus hiding from 
he Lord, and they will soon know why they neglect the great 


vation, 

Thirdly : If men will be faithful in this matter, they may de- 
fect the cause of their ruin by observing for what evil affection 
9t practice they-are ever ready toapologize. No doubt, to recur 

in to the case of the young ruler, he was ready to apologize 
# his. love of giches. Had he been accused of profanenesa, or 
aelty, or breach of the Sabbath, and had his. conscience eon- 
ed him in these things, he might at once have confessed 

ad repented ; but. his idolatry was of wealth, and we can hear 
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hita say as he turned in sadness from the Saviour: “This is m 
inheritance ; I have wronged nS man in its acquisition ; it i6 
necessary for my maintenance and réspectability, and how cat 
I give it up?” Thus for his idolatry of wealth woald he apolt 
gize. Men become blinded to their besetting sin, their ge | 
jon, by affection. It is so pleasant to them, they see n 
it can be evil ; and they are so miserable without it, that 
it seems absolutely essential, and with the drankard bolding o6 
to his cups, they say, “ How can we give it up?” But God has 
made no sin necessary to human comfort or iness, and the 
eater the sinner’s apology the greater the evidence that this 
is the right hand or foot which offends—the sin that is ruining 
body and soul. 

Again, fourth : Tf men will know the truth in this matter, the 
may easily ascertain what sin is working their ruin, if they wi 
ane after the one which they carefully conceal from the 
sight of others. 

Some sins men commit openly—snuch as profane swearin 
Sabbath breaking. These are not the sins from which is to i 
apprehended the most danger. From these, men may easily bi 
driven, and they may give some reason to hope that there is a 
saving change m them, while the viper lies concealed in their 
bosom. Men are not usually willing to acknowledge who is their 
master. The covéetous man affects to be benevolent. The am- 
bitious tobe hamble. The intemperate to be prudent. Now, 
where there is @ vigorous and'continued effort to conceal any si 
from others, where men find that, after clearing themselves from 
all guilt before others, they flee away to some secret indulge 
' of which, on no consideration would they have others informed 
there they may be assured lies their danger. And if they wou 
be faithful to search and prove themsélves in this matter, the 
would soon detect the destructive passion. From whatever 
my dear hearers, you would hide from the view of others, esca 
as for your life. Oh! the secret sins that are filling up the worl 
of tion with ruined immortals. 

Another test which will seldom fail of eliciting the desira 
truth, is a rising of heart within us when any partial sin f 
charged upon us, or an attempt is made by others to affect a re- 
form in us iu that particular. a 

You remember the case of the king who said of the roph 
“T hate him because he speaks evil of me.” Hi would ay 
been equally popular with him with other P ets, if he 
not exposed his peculiar sins. Why wat Jo n Baptist cast i 
pany Benen oY Because he ex the sin of Hetod ‘iz 

ng his brother Philip’s wife. And had Herod been at all‘anx- 
ious to know what was ruining his soul, he might have seen 
itt the emotion produced by ‘the reproof of John: What ‘was 
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it in the preaching of the Saviour that angered. the Pharisees? 
Was it the doctrine of the resurrection? No. In that they felt 

o condemnation. But when the Saviour said, “Wo unto you 

ribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye pay tithe of mint, and 
anise and cummin and have omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy and faith; ye pull down widow’s houses, 
and br a pretence make long prayers ;” then they were angry 
with him ; and had they been anxious to know the rottenness of 
their heart they might here have learned it. Human nature is 
the same in all ages. Some sermonsseem to excite in the hearers 
po emotion at all, though much important truth may be express- 
ed. Why is this? Because, perhaps, they present no picture 
of them or of other’s, exciting feeling. Some sermons please much. 
Why? Because it may be, the sins of others are exposed. Some 
give great offence, because individual sins are brought to light, 
and the hearer exclaims of the preacher, as did the king of the 
prophet, “I hate this man, because he speaks evil of me.” This, 
then, is a strong test of a course of danger. If any are irritated 
and angry when a particular sin is exposed, or when a friendly 
attempt is made to reform them in that sin, let them be assured 
they have for that sin a peculiar attachment; it has entwined 
itself around their heart; it drowns reflection, and sooner than 
relinquish it, they will relinquish heaven. 

. I will detain you with but one test more which men may profita- 
bly improve if they are anxious to discover the offending hand 
or offending eye. If any have any sin or vicious indulgence in 
which they find pleasure on the Sabbath ; or any lawful worldly 
pursuit which they find obtruding upon their thoughts when in 
the house of God, and especially in seasons of devotion, that is, 
taking the place of Christ, and is endangering body and soul. 
~ Of what was it those men were thinking when invited to the 
marriage supper? Plainly of that which kept them from the 
éupper, of their farm, their yoke of oxen, their domestic connec- 

on. It was this thing which, then under the preaching of the 
ospel amid the invitations of mercy, engrossed their thoughts 
and affections, and not something else which proved their ruin. 
Man need not go afar off to find what it is that is keeping them 
out of the kingdom of God. If they do, the sea will say it is, 
not in me, the depth, it is not in me, but it is in your own bosom. 
Tell me then; hearer, what sinful affection, or pursuit, or 
what lawful worldly employment. has this day engrossed your 
0 Sak oe ths bere af ihal, and Rodien tell oa at it is that 


’ 


! 4 e keeping you from eternal life. y 
aving shown how the ruling passion, or easily besetting 
in, may be detected, I proceed, Thirdly : toshow what course in 
ard to it should be pursued, if we would be saved. . 
.. This course is pointed out in the text: “If thy hand offend 
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thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life mained, 
than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never 
shall be quenched, where their worm dieth not and the fire is 
not quenched. Some poor unfortunate maniacs, giving this a 
literal interpretation, have in religious melancholy maimed them- 
selves for life—an act which has been construed abundantly 
against all religion as fanaticism and madness, while at the same 
time, losing a right eye or cutting off a right hand, or even sae- 
rificing hecatombs of lives in military service, has been account- 
ed the purest patriotism. Were the literal excision of a limb 
demanded to save the soul, what would it be? Ah! nothing. 
And yet if it would effect the object, thousands would submit 
to it, who will not yield their Hearts to the Saviour. But the 
apostle tells us we may give all our goods to feed the poor and’ 
our bodies to be burned, and yet, if we have not charity, we are 
nothing. The direction is figurative. The sin must be cut off. 
The corrupt affection must be plucked out. Such is its power 
over the mind, blinding it continually ; over the conscience, 
deadening it; over the appetites, increasing their calls; over 
the whole man, locking up all his powers, and sealing him up to 
the day of wrath, that there is no way of salvation but to cut it 
off, to root it out, to break from it at once and forever. I know 
this is not generally the opinion of mankind. Men, say they, 
must reform gradually. Buta gradual reformation is no refor- 
mation. It isonly being not quite so bad, but in reality no bet- 
ter. It is no turning to the Lord in repentance. It is still hold- 
ing fast the sin, continuing in wilful bondage. What! shall the 
liar be told, falsify still, only with less boldness? the blasphe- 
mer, swear on, only with less affrontery? the lover of stron 
drink, drink on, only be prudent, reform gradually while the 
poison is destroying his vitals? and the worldling, love the world, 
only not with that intensity of affection to which you have been 
accustomed? No; such is not the language of reason or of Serip- 
ture. “If thy right hand offend thee,” if any sin dear as an hand, 
or an eye, is proving thy ruin, “cut it off and cast it from thee.” 
He who trifles with sin, rejects his Maker. 

But what shall be said o/ lawful worldly pursuits which en* 
gross the heart? Must the land be forsaken, the oxen be 
sacrificed, the wife be discharged? and, because life’s toils, and 
cares, and pleasures too, engross the heart, must we cut loose 
from all, and, like the hermits of old, retire to the deserts? No, 
nothing of all this. Neither reason nor the Bible drive us té 
such extremities. But reason and the Bible teach us that the 
must be cut off as offences ; that the affection for them, which is 
superior to our regard for God, and which is ruining the soul, 
be at once destroyed ; for Christ has said, “ Whoso loveth father 
or mother more than me, is not worthy of me; yea, if any man 
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Mabe not father and mother, houses and lands, he cannot be my 
iple. 
Tins will not admit of my enlarging on the motive to pursue 
this course prescribed for our salvation, a motive drawn from 
the realities of eternity. Better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, halt, or with one eye, without the sins and pleasures of 
the world, than having all these to be cast into hell fire 
where their worm dieth not and the fire cannot be quenched. 
When present scenes shall have come te an end and the soul 
shall have passed away to its dread account; when the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, and the earth with all that is therein shall be burn- 
up; then will be realized the meaning of that declaration : 
“What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul, or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul.” 
Hearer! look into your own heart and know your state. Are 
you a stranger to religion? If you are, it is becanse you are a 
slave to some sinful passion, some worldly power. You may 
complain of the divine decrees, or want of time, or some inability 
to attend to religion, but God knows your heart, sees your easily 
besetting sin, its power to engross your affections, to drown the 
veice of conscience, to quench the Holy Spirit, and plunge you 
in perdition. Goonin your course of voluntary subjection to 
it, and it is at your peril. Nurture it only a little in your bosom 
and it will bind you in chains which can never be broken. When 
you awake in eternity and find yourself in the world of despair, 
you will cast your eye back to earth and see that sin or that 
worldly pursuit destroying you forever. You will contemplate 
it with peculiar anguish. You will say, “If it had not been for 
that sin or that worldly influence, I might have been saved, but 
my foolish heart was bound there, and now I am east out a mis- 
erable branch to perish forever.” God now calls you to immedi- 
ate and unreserved repentance. Cut off the nig hand, pluck 
out the right eye, remembering it is better for thee to enter 
inte life, even amid much self-denial and tribulation, than hav- 
ing all the sins and pleasures of the world, to be cast into hell 
“where their worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched.” 





SERMON XVII, 


THE DANGERS OF YOUNG MEN. 
“Flee youthful lusts.” —2 ‘Timothy, ii. 22. 


I, The dangers which encompass the path of yonng men ag 
ripen: into manhood sre fearfully great. These jmeradye | 
seen by, 

1. A general exposedness to temptation. Full of passions 
easily excited, and warm us the current of their youthful blood: 
led on by an imagination as active as their youthfal limbs and 
mostly unchecked by experience—forming wmages which are 
constantly mistaken for realities—which inflame and mislead the 
passions and bewilder the judgment ; set down as strangers in 
the midst of a world whose objects and inhabitants present de- 
structive blandishments to their inexperience— whose beauties 
and amusements, in the absence of the love of God, are fatall 
adapted to their youthful tastes ; how can they escape? at least, 
how dreadfally exposed are they! 

2. Under all these exposures they are constantly forming hab- 
its, as uncontrolable and despotic as an Eastern Sultan, and hard- 
ér to be dethroned. Through inexperience und incaution, and 
the impetuosity of their youthful passions, they are liable to, be- 


come petrified in evil habits, ag fixed as the coral reefs, of the 
ocean. 


Il. Salutary Warnings. 

1. Avoid all connections with bad men, and, as far as > 
with men whose influence would tend to warp you from the 
truth, or from a correct course of {rdging or of acting. 

2. Vigilantly guard against the beginning of every evil habit, 
in heart, intellect, or conduct. By watchfulness it is easy to pre- 
vent the first irregularity ; but who can vanquish an evil babit? 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? 
then may ye also do good that are accustomed to do evil,” ‘You 
may defend the Thecmonylp oy which the enemy would pene- 
trate into your couatry ; but when he has once entered and, ta- 
ken possession of all the strong-holds, who shall dislodge them ? 
Paley says that some things ought tobe done if for no other 
purpose than to preserve good habits. The preservation, of 
these is a matter of incalculable importance ; and the, first step 
towards the breaking up of a.good habit and the contracting of 
an evil one, should be guarded against with the most. vigilant 
care. 

3. Let your reading be safe. Not many novels, not a perpet- 
ual round of angry politics, not a constant poring upon theologi- 
cal errors. On the subject of religion, there are men who read 
little else than controversial writings, and always on that side which 
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their preconceived opinions against the truth. This is a fa- 

course, and betrays a determined hatred of the light, and a resolute 

purpose to take shelter in impenetrable darkness. When the errors 

thus defended are cardinal, there is little chance that the miserable 
man will ever attain to salvation. 

4. Let it be a settled rule to make some advance in knowledge every 
day, and every day to bring to pass something for the good of man- 
kind. To do of these is a duty in itself, and the rule would bea 
powerful against the beginning of evil habits. 

5. Establish the settled taal of payer. Si nace ct you have 
no security against one of these dangers. Without Christ you can do 
nothing. ithout assistance from above you never will prevail 
against one temptation or one bad habit ; and without prayer you can- 
not expect assistance from above. And then your obligations to God 
for all his mercies—to God in whom you ‘‘live, and move, and have 
your being.” To live without prayer—without thinking of him on 
whom you are so dependent—-whose operations fill the world—who 
sustains heaven and earth and all their motions; to turn him out of 
the world which he has made, and to fill it with your thousand idols : 
how u ful, how awfully wicked, how desperately hazardous! To 
think of breaking through and being happy without asking leave of 
God, when he commands every agent and every operation of nature— 
how daring, how insane! Yet all this does the man who casts off 
fear and restrains prayer. ; 

These rules you will find it hard to keep with a fallen nature, and 
impossible unless you observe another ; which leads me to say, 

6. That in the outset you must devote your hearts and souls and 
lives to the service of . Without doing this. you will not pray 
effectually, and of course will have no security against one of these 
dangers. Without this you will be the enemies of God: and what 
security against any evil can an enemy of God have in a world which 
he governs? What security against the deepest evils in a world which 
the Bon of God, for their redemption, bathed in his blood, and whose 
blood they are constantly trampling under foot! O, my dear friends, 
you are under the greatest obligation to devote your hearts and souls 
and lives to the service of God. He is your Creator: he made yon 
what you are, and owns you altogether. He is your Preserver: he 
sustains you, and every fibre of your frame and every faculty of your 
siaenateal soul, by his own deliberate purpose, and by his own almi x | 
power continually. All the operations of nature around you, by whi 
the world is filled with beauty, and with bounty, and with song, are 
nothing but the constant action of his goodness. No other eye 
watches over you when you sleep; no other arm bears you about 
day ; no other breast nourishes you and pillows your aching head. No 
other being “so loved the world” as to give “his only-begotien Son, 
a ee believeth in him should not perish but have everlast- 





